UTILITY MONTER – CLAUDE
CLAUDE is giving a power point presentation to his 9th grade

class. The entire presentation is heavily laden with annoying

PowerPoint features (letters that make noises, dramatic fading

transitions, pictures that zoom in.)

He clicks a button and the first slide appears. All the

words type out painfully slowly in the typewriter feature --

making a noise as each letter appears.

“I just realized the World is Really Immoral and Everyone is

Selfish by Claude Williams. Social Studies Presentation, Ms.

Roberts.”

CLAUDE

Hello. My name is Claude Williams. I just realized the world is really immoral and

everyone is selfish by Claude Williams.

He clicks the slide and it cuts to a picture of Africa.
“Africa is home to a cornucopia of wildlife and really cool

culture.” He waits as the letters type out.
Africa is home to a cornucopia of wildlife and really cool culture.

But it is also home to… a ton of starving Africans.

He cuts to a picture of the NYC public library.
“Free thing at the Library: Tuesday, October 3rd.”
Last week I went to this free thing at the library. If you don’t go to the free things at

the library, you should because they’re AWESOME. Well, the guy at the library was

doing this lecture on this thing called Utilitarianism.

He clicks the slide: “Utilitarianism: Utilitarianism is when you

start thinking about everything in terms of how many starving

African children you can save.”
So this library guy tells us that a child dies from hunger every five seconds. Then he

tells us that we can save one’s life for just five dollars.

So at first I thought it was just some big scam, some big library-talk scam. But then

I did some primary research – Ms. Roberts, this is part that counts for the primary

research. So I did some primary research on the Internet and it said it was true. It

said you could buy this five-dollar packet of salt that stops them from pooping and

they’d ship it off to the kid and everything.

But I figured that couldn’t be true, you know? Because if it was really true everyone

would be saving kids all the time.

So now I’m like a little bit haunted by African children and I can’t stop thinking

about everything, like, in terms of how many Africans I could save… which can

really start to get to someone after like SEVEN DAYS of real heavy duty

pondering. So then, the library guy passes around these Oxfam boxes and he says:

The choice is yours, he says. Morality is in your hands.

But like, all I had was this damn twenty. I didn’t have any ones or fives or anything.

And so I just left. I mean, it was nearly four and I was hungry and I went to Taco

Bell and bought a pacific shrimp taco and two volcano tacos for the price of two

African children and I bought a Mountain Dew Baja Blast, which is a special drink

made especially for Taco bell for one half of an African child.

I know that this presentation was supposed to be on the battle of Bull Run. But

sometimes things have take precedent, you know? Sometimes you have to have

some precedent to talk about the starving Africans on account of no one is ever

talking about the starving Africans in real terms.
Now I’m just gunna play this song and I want everyone to think about the fact that

in every verse there are 21 Africans that die and in every chorus there are 17

Africans that die and then think about the beauty of Led Zeppelin and then sort of

ponder the symbolism involved here.
He turns on “The battle of Evermore” and kind of involves

himself with the music.
It’s not actually that funny.
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