Side – SIX CHARACTERS IN SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR
Characters – Director (also plays Gooper); Actress (also plays Mae)

NOTE: The play begins with a rehearsal for CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF. The audience sees an actor about to rehearse the role of Gooper and an actress about to rehearse the role of Mae with him. This actor also plays the Director, because the director of the rehearsal fails to show up. 
Their rehearsal is interrupted by SIX CHARACTERS.

[bookmark: _GoBack]After the entire audience is seated and the time usually appointed for the pre-
show speech, the house manager cues MAE to enter the lower house right door.
MAE has a coffee in hand, a large back, and races in, quietly apologizing to
GOOPER and audience. She races across the stage, puts on
rehearsal skirt over her cloths, take a sip of her coffee and they are ready to go.

GOOPER

Ready?
(MAE nods.)
All right, let’s…uh…well…we can get started then…Hel—

As GOOPER begins to speak at microphone, STAGE MANAGER starts to take out the lights.

No, you can just…just leave them on—I mean, I’m right here—they’re right here. We’re all just
right here, so we can just—

STAGE MANAGER
—yeah, but usually, we dim the house, they go to half and then
—and then the lights go out, and bam—there we go—play starts.

GOOPER
Sure, that is what…but…um—well, tonight is something different, so—

GOOPER gives small wave to audience.

—hey everybody…so…we’ll
just leave the lights on and um…get started this way. Bam. We’ll start.

Hi guys…I mean, Patrons—hello.

Good evening. My name is ___________…

And welcome to the theatre…and tonight’s public rehearsal of WHAT’s upcoming show, Cat on
a Hot Tin Roof.
Um…this is…well, this is a chance—we wanted to give you, our friends and patrons a kind of
inside look at the work. A kind of inside look, you know behind the scenes, and then behind
those scenes…and so on, like that. We’re in the early stages so we’re hoping this gives you a
real…intimate look at the inner workings of the theatre…and…ah…collaboration…and making
plays. Um…

Our director is not here tonight…as you can see, so I’m your host for the evening
and…um…________ (MAE’s real name) and I, along 
our stage crew, are going to show you how—well, at least one way—theatre can be
made.

(GOOPER pulls out a sweaty wad of crumpled paper from his pocket.)

Um—our director wanted me to say a few things here—

(Trying to read the cramped, fading hand writing of his notes.)

Oh—there are some pink envelopes in your programs—the other ones—yes those right there.
WHAT has a matching donation of one hundred and eight thousand that they need to match
by your donations by March, so please feel free to fill out those pink envelopes with your tax
deductible donations.

If you want to unwrap some candy—I guess, go ahead and do that. And I brought some here—

(GOOPER pulls out candy from his pocket with some difficulty.)

—in case anybody wanted some and forgot it—nobody—you? Ok. Great.

Um…I guess…

(MAE motions that GOOPER has forgot the cell phone speech.)

Oh yeah—at this time, please turn off—oh you know, let’s just do this. Feel free to leave your
cell phones on, somebody might be trying to get a hold of you and it might be important. That’s
fine. But if somebody does call, make sure you tell them how much fun you are having here at
the theatre.

(MAE is exasperated by this.)

Ok, I’ll come down and answer it for you—I can do that, and I will tell them how much fun you
are having with all of us and throw in the bit about the pink envelopes too.

Right? Right! Let’s get started.


MAE
(She gives a little vocal warm up trill, finishing up the stretching and prepping she
has done throughout GOOPER’s speech.)

So…our director is not here and ______________ has not really directed a lot but he wants to
direct so he said he’d take over this open rehearsal here. And then some members of the cast got
sick—our Maggie’s not feeling well—

GOOPER

Some stomach thing—

MAE
—and the actor playing Brick really did hurt his leg—

GOOPER

—Sprained ankle. Softball.

MAE
And Big Mamma and Big Daddy, those actors aren’t sick—

GOOPER

—but their kids are, so…

MAE
So it is just us tonight. I play Mae in the play. Sometimes called Sister Woman. And she is
married to Gooper Pollitt, played by—

GOOPER
Played by me—I’m Gooper in the play and…I’m Brick’s brother—

MAE

Older brother—


GOOPER
Yep—that. And, well Gooper is a lawyer, living up in Memphis and he and Mae are trying to
make sure they get the house when Big Daddy dies.

(A beat.)

Oh, and we haven’t told Big Daddy that he is dying.

(Smaller beat.)

Yet.

(Longest Beat of the three.)

MAE
There are not a lot of scenes with just Gooper and Mae.

GOOPER

There are kind of none.

MAE
So we thought we’d show you some of the rehearsal techniques…improvisations and things like-
-exercises, really, that _________ and I have done to make sure that our characters, even though
they are often on stage for short periods of time, you know—carry a lot of story with them. Full
of real life, small characters but real big people, you know.

GOOPER
But, first, our director wanted us to do—

(GOOPER struggles to get another note out of his pocket.
It is the ground plan for the fake CAT stage design.)

—wanted us to tell you a little bit about the design for the play
and the layout of this plantation house bed room where the story takes place…here…before we
started in on…the acting—things. Guys?

DECK, LIGHTS and STAGE MANAGER take the stage. LIGHTS has a large,
scenic panting straight edge. DECK has a large bamboo pole with a thick piece
of chalk affixed at the end. They work together to trace out a simplistic,
representational ground plan while STAGE MANAGER races around to keep up.

GOOPER
So this is large room is on the second floor of Big Daddy Pollitt’s large plantation house down in
the Mississippi Delta. Just up stage, at center, there are two sets of large window like doors—


(There is a loud banging at the lower house right door.
STAGE MANAGER goes to open the door.Bright white light pours in from the hall, light from where the characters arecoming from rather than the lobby. The four of them stand framed by the door.
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